The Carng) Mind

By Britt Williams

Ih this article, we gddress what the Bible cglls the caringl mind.

"For o be carnally minded is deqth; but to be spiritually
minded is Jife and peace. Becquse the carig) mind is eninity
against Ged: for it is ot subject to the law of God, heither
indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot
p\eqse God. But ye are hot in the flesh, but in the spirit, if
so be that the Spirit of God dwel) in you. Now if any man
have hot the Spiri’( of christ, he is hohe of hs."

-Remans 6:6-9

In the Seriptures, the "old man," the "carna) mind," and the "fleshy" are all terms that
generq“y describe falleh human hature. Rowever, the Biblica) use of different
vernacular suggests there are perhaps subtle distinctions. The "old mah," obvious\y
represents our old, sinful life gpart from redemption, with its' tendencies and its vice.
Praise God, if we are borh-again, he has been buried with christ and he remains os \ong
a5 we are in uhioh with our rsen Lord. Nevertheless, the old mah can be resurrected in
but o moment's time should we step outside faith i Jesus. The "flesh” with its works,
typiﬁes the unregeherate experience, dofmihgted by sih ahd 3ndependence from God. But
it is the "carna) mind," our subject i this post, that constitutes the men’(q\i’(y ahd the
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motives that fuel o ﬂesh\y life. As Christians, we are to reject this mind with all
diligence.

€phes. 4:23-24 Ahd be renewed in the SPirit of your mind; And that ye put oh the hew
mah, which after Ged is cregted in righteocusness and true holiness.

We see theh, to Put oh the hew mah aihd to f’ejec’( carhg) regsoning is g choice we Must
ake by grace, ah gct of our will. If we fail to act oh this comimand, and many others
throughout the Bible, cur end is sure...

Romans 6:6 For to be cqmq\\y inded 5 dedgth...

0 this article, for our adimenition, | waht to cutline soime of the distinguishing marks of
the cara) mind.

|. TRE CARNAL MIND 15 DEAD To GoD.

Romans 6:6 For to be cqmq\\y inded i5 deqth; but to be sPiri’(uq\\y minded is Jife and
PQQCQ.

Here, the Bible clearly teqaches that carnality and spiritudlity are incompatible. There
are ohly two classes of pecple: those whe live after the flesh and those who walk in the
SPW;’(. 1o hive "after the Spiﬁ "5 to subiit to God's Word and be Jed by the Ho\y Ghost
through o vita), living re\q’(ionship with Jesus christ. To be cqrnq\\y minded i3 nvere\y to
fai) to do so. We must act by faith if we are to be o SPir“v’(uq\ peop\e. But to be egrig)
requires gbsclutely nothing but negligence. Carnality is the human tendency apart from
divine grace. The false hotion that we can simu\’(qneous\y be both carngl ahd sPiri’tuq\
has criPP\ed the modern church. Sqd\y, this false hatioh is the root to our qr.cep)(the of
an uhho\y mixture n experience. We fail to see our du’(y to be sPiri’(qu We expecf( to
always harber sin ahd carhality, but the Bible teaches ho such thing. on the contrary, it
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i5 impossible to live bath in the flesh and in the spirit, though we admit, we can go back
ahd forth.

Remahs 6:9 But ye gre not in the flesh, but in the SPM’(, if so be that the Spiri’( of God
dwel) in YOU...

Todqy, it's popu\kw o bahter gbout such unbiblical terms as the "caring) christian." What
a dash of Vocqbu\qry. No two teris gre more opposite a5 carnal and christian, heither
15 there such gh individug). Wheh the Apos’de Pqul, referred to believers in Corinth as
"carnal,” he was hot establishing o hew category of believers. on the cohtrary, he was
simply Jamenting, "you are hot acting like Christians, but like sinners,” or gt best "as new
borh believers." Cqmq\i’(y i5 hever to be expected, Much Jess tolerated, hehce, Jet us be
wgrhed...

Romans &:13 ..jf ye Jive gfter the flesh, ye shal) die

il. THE CARNAL MIND 1§ oPPoSeD To Gop.

Romans 8:79 Because the caria) mind is enmity against Ged...

Ghmi’(y: {Greek} ekhy'-thrah, hos’(i\i’(y; by imp\icq’(ioh a regsof for oPPosi’(ion.

The carna) mind is irreversibly and relentlessly set in antagonism toward Ged.

Matthew 12:309 He that is hot with ine is against ive...

Al sinners hate God. Though this is ah unpopular, yet Biblical fact. Yet, the mind that

thinks for the sinher, if embraced by the saint, ‘vs)‘us’t a5 opposed to the Lord Jesus.
Those who gre influenced by such g mind gre hot SPirituq\\y neutral, but unconsdous\y
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Matthew 12:30b ...ahd he that gathereth hot with e scgttereth abroad.

"'m on\y occqsionq\\y carhg),” you inay say. However', be warhed, that inind wil)
Lmkhowing\y and meohsdouS\y dist‘up’( the Spiri’(ud.

"(The Apostle) does not say it is opposed to God inerely, but it is positive eninity. it is not
black, but blackness; it is not gt enmity, but enmity itself; it is not corrupt, but
corruption; it is ot rebellious, it is rebellion; it is not wicked, it is wickedness itself. The
heart, though it be deceitful, is posi’(Ne\y deceit; it i5 evil in the coherete, sin in the
essence."

-C. R. Spurgech
ll. THE CARNAL MIND 1§ S€LF-CENTERED.
Roimghs 8:7b ...for it is hot Subject to the Jgw of God, heither indeed cah be.

The carial gre burdened for the kingdom of self insteqd of the kingdom of God. By
selfishiness, | meah, the carna) Mind regards its own happiness supreme\y, though it is
ofteh Masked, or cohcealed. Selfishiness can be crafty, subtle, even religious, and
slippery as o wet shake. Carnal men seek their own good for Mo other regsch than
becquse it is their owh.

2 Tim. 3:1-2 This khow alse, that in the Jast days peri\ous times shall come. For men shal)
be lovers of their own selves...

"elf is hot on\y the seat and habitation, but the very life of sin; the works of the devi)

are ol wrought in self; it is his peculiar workshop."
-L.€. Maxwell
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Selfishiness fosters the most dangerous of spiritua) atmespheres. The carnal mind
inspires the thought, "what's in this for ine?" and this is its governing motte.

Isaiahy 956:1 ...’(hey al ook to their owh way, every ohe for his gain, from his unPteP.

Though they are ofteh unconscious of their state, the carhal seek above dl) else to be
cohtent, happy, ahd sqtistied.

"Submission and suffering are utterly contrary to the flesh. The thing man loves more
thah anything else in the world is himself. The thing man wants is to have his owh way
and to enjoy himself. Suffering, therefore, always crosses man where self is alive. There,
self refuses and rebels."

-L.€. Maxwel)

Selfishiness is not above putting o o religious cloak to attain its ultimate goal. Yet, you
will hever see selfishness thankful, worshipful, or broken. No, selfishiess is always self-
aborbed, it is o bottomless pit that can hever be satisfied. Let us understand, it is the
essence of Jove to give, but selfishness is marked by a propensity to take. in my
experieice, there are on\y two types of folks in the church, there are givers and there
are takers. These clgsses gre reflections of character, hot influence or nstruction. |
believe it is impossible to teach o man to be consistently selfless, as it is o disposition of
heart. Takers take and givers give becquse it is their hature to do so.. And heither
pf'eqchihg. hor correctioh, hor p\eqdihg seens to u\’(imq’(e\y effect these two clgsses.
Now, ' not implying that takers hever give, or givers hever take, but I'm speaking of the
general posture of their character.

1 John 3:06 Hereby PerceNe we the Jove of God, becquse he laid dowh his hife for us: and
we ought to lay down our Jives for the brethren.

At the reqding of such verses what cemes to mind?
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Takers think oh how little they get, while givers think how little they give: you may recal)
the pqt’qb\e of the sheep and gogts? it is o ingtter of nature.

Thus, we must understand that the demarcation line that separates the giver from the
taker is spirituality. When men truly walk in the Spirit they naturally come under the
goverhing law of christ.

Mark 12:30-3) And thou shalt Jove the Lord thy Ged with al) thy heart, and with al) thy
sou), ahd with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. And
the second is like, nqme\y his, Thou shalt Jove thy heighbour a3 ’(hyse\f. There is hohe
other coimmandinent greater thah these.

on the other hand, selfishness, (and all subtle forms, including self-interest, self-
promation, self-pity, etc.) are all fruits of self-government. As patrictisim is o byproduct
of loya) submissioh to governiment so selfishiness is o result of fixed devotion to self.

IV. TRHE CARNAL MIND CANNOT PLEASE GoD.

Romans 6:5 So then they that are in the flesh canict please God.

Those who are directed by that mind have forfeited the qbi\i’(y o believe God.

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossib\e to P\eqse ...

At the roct of the carig) mind is the re)ection of God's Word.

Roimans 12:2 And be hot conforined to this world: but be ye trahsforined by the
rehewing of your mind...

We canhot live g life pledsing to God apart from believing God's Word. And Biblica) faith
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s q\wqys vahidgted by action.
James 2:20 ...faith without works is dead?

Faith, 15 to cohsecrate ourselves by an act of our will, to God's Word. Todqy, So few are
resolved to subimit to God's Word. it is cominoh, but tragic, to see fnen bo\d\y, ye)( b\ihd\y
viclgte on Sundqy afterhooh what wgs preqched oh SU\hdqy fnorhing. You cahinot walk in
faith if you sist on using the carig) Mnd to reason.

V. THE ANSWER FoR THE CARNAL MIND: THE MIND of CHRIST.

Phi\ip. 2:3-5 Let hothing be done through strife or tihg\o!‘y; but in lowliness of mind let
eqch esteei other better than themselves. Look hot ever'y inai oi his owh things, but
every inan also on the things of others. Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus...

To choose the path laid before us by the Master is to adopt the mind of Christ. The man
who einbragees the imind of Christ ﬂ'ee\y surrenders His life to be governed by God's
Word. In essence, this is what it is to be borh-again. in the cross, the carha) mind gives
way to the eternal mind of the Lord Jesus. Such o life will always be displayed by Jove,
order, service, ahd sqcrifice executed wi’(h)'oy. Yes, the SPirituq\ Man is o cheerfu giver.
To reject the carnal mind is to u’(ter\y distrust every thought, every phi\oSophy, ahd
every method hot founded oh the Word of Ged.

1 Cor. 2:16 For whe hath Knowh the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we
have the mind of Christ.

Let us exaimine ourselves. We must not entertgin this mind, the carna) ming, it is enmi’ty
against our God. We cahinot do our owh thing, we must...
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Romans 13:14 But Pu’( ye of the Lord Jesus Christ, ahd imgke hot provision for the flesh,
to fulfi) the Justs thereof.

BW.




